
Dear Friends and Family of Jane and Tony 

We are writing to you around the time of the 5th Anniversary of the deaths of Jane and Tony to let you 

know of our news concerning ongoing projects and releases. While we still feel their loss and miss their 

presence in our own lives and musical life in general, their generosity and thoughtfulness has ensured 

that musicians will continue to benefit from their gifts. The estate has been settled and divided mostly 

between charities. Their own wishes were not to have a funeral or any fixed burial place and while we 

organised a small remembrance prior to their cremation, lingering Covid restrictions limited the 

numbers of people able to attend in person. Over the last years we have had some small private 

scatterings of their mingled ashes at some of the places which were special to them and photographs 

of five of these locations are included in this message. 

 

Jane and Tony’s estate was largely distributed in 

four large bequests to the Royal Society of 

Musicians, the Royal Philharmonic Society (Elgar 

Bursary) and an endowment to both the Royal 

Academy of Music and the Guildhall School of 

Music and Drama to fund a biennial commission 

and performance of a work for voice and orchestra 

by a student composer. Although they left no 

financial provision for future projects involving 

their own work, thanks to the assistance and 

initiative of many individuals and organisations, 

there are a number of new releases of recordings. 

Also, while they wished their collected materials to 

be held in a single archive, this proved unfeasible 

and now proper appropriate sub-collections of 

their work  are located in museums and libraries 

which have the proper conservatorial resources 

and skills to ensure that future generations of 

musicians can research them in detail. 

 

 

Jane Manning-Anthony Payne Awards at the Guildhall School of 

Music and Drama and Royal Academy of Music 

The first award at the Royal Academy of Music was made to Andrea Balency Bearn  leading to the 

commission of Substrata sung by Mia Serracino-Inglott with the Manson Ensemble conducted by 

Timothy Weiss on October 11th 2024. Jane and Tony would have been thrilled with the performance 

its reception by a full Duke’s Hall audience. 

A recording of the performance can be found  here 

 

https://www.andreabalency-bearn.com/


The Guildhall School of Music and Drama award resulted in the commission and performance the 

following May 8th 2025 of Holme by Ben Pease Barton (with text by David Bottomley) performed at the 

Guildhall School Gold Medal Competition by Karima El Demerdasch and the Guildhall Symphony 

Orchestra conducted by Jonathan Stockhammer at the Barbican. Following on from very warm 

speeches by the Guildhall’s Armin Zanner and Jonathan Vaughan, Holme was performed to great 

acclaim while the judges deliberated the result of the singing competition. The performance can be 

found  here.  

 

Forthcoming Award Performance 9th October 2026 

The next award at the Royal Academy of Music will be to Luca Zucchi for a piece with the Academy 

Manson Ensemble conducted by Timthy Weiss on 9th October 2026 

 

 

The Royal Society of Musicians’ 

Manning Payne Legacy 

A message from Charlotte Penton-Smith Chief 

Executive RSM 

The Royal Society of Musicians provides dedicated 

support to musicians whose lives have been 

impacted by physical and mental ill health 

(www.rsmgb.org). 

 Although not specified in their will, Jane and 

Anthony’s legacy has been used by RSM, to support 

singers and composers to acknowledge their 

professional interests. 

 Thanks to Jane and Anthony's generosity, RSM has 

been able to support 150 singers and composers 

with a combined total of 257 dedicated grants, 

totalling £290,264. The average grant size was 

£1,129.43; however, with RSM’s support being offered on a bespoke basis, the cost of individual grants 

varied significantly. The entire legacy has now been spent, with the final award being made on 23 April 

2025. 

 Looking at direct health grants, the highest combined support was given for mental health needs - 

over £46,000. Given current patterns seen at RSM, this is sadly not surprising and RSM continues to do 

all it can to support all musicians’ mental health needs. £26,000 supported physical health through 

various physical therapies including physiotherapy, Pilates, acupuncture and massage therapy. Just 

under £21,000 was allocated to those requiring surgeries, consultations and tests, with £12,315 set 

aside for dedicated ENT treatments, dental work, vocal therapies and rehabilitation, hearing aids and 

optical treatments. 

https://benpeasebarton.com/
https://youtu.be/19nb0YDzkOo?si=-Qa_J660iuWZwuX7
http://www.rsmgb.org/


 RSM remains mindful of all those working on a freelance basis for whom time off work during periods 

of illness can be a significant financial burden. As such, we continue to offer support with living 

expenses to all those who need it, ensuring their focus can remain on recovery and rehabilitation rather 

than having to worry about bill payments. Thanks to the Manning Payne legacy, we were able to 

support living expenses totalling over £152,563. We were also able to fund the purchase of mobility 

equipment and disability aids (nearly £6,000). 

Funeral expenses totalling £8,000 also enabled families of deceased musicians to feel supported at 

what was, such an incredibly difficult time. 

  

Other support was given for needs including nutritional therapy, as well as £200 gifts which RSM can 

distribute as soon as we become aware of a musician in need – something which can be so impactful 

at the start of a musicians’ journey with us. 

 We will remain ever grateful to Jane and Anthony, both of whom were Members of RSM and so 

supportive of our work not only after their death, but during their lifetime. 

 

Royal Philharmonic Society Elgar Bursary 

(from the RPS website) 

Edward Elgar enjoyed a long and fruitful association with the Royal Philharmonic Society. In 1997, 

composer Anthony Payne famously created a 'completion' of the sketches Elgar made for his Third 

Symphony which has proceeded to enjoy a life of its 

own in concerts. Elgar's family decided that the 

royalties from consequent performances of this 

should come to the RPS and be put towards its 

ongoing work supporting composers. In particular, 

their wish was that such funds go towards 

commissioning occasional works that are 'Elgarian' 

in spirit and outlook, by established composers who 

have sought to push musical boundaries whilst 

ensuring a spirit of accessibility, as Elgar himself did. 

Beneficiaries to date of the Elgar Bursary are 

detailed here. 

During and following the pandemic, performances of 

the Third Symphony have been very limited but, with 

a very kind gift to the fund in Anthony and his wife 

Jane Manning's Will, we look forward to setting in 

motion some new commissions embodying the spirit 

of Elgar soon. Plans for these we are devising with 

approval from Elgar's living descendants. 

The RPS has a long tradition of supporting composers, dating back to Beethoven. We are only able to 

keep helping composers thanks to a generous family of individual donors, trusts and corporate 

https://royalphilharmonicsociety.org.uk/composers/elgar/recipients


sponsors, and initiatives such as the RPS Elgar Bursary Fund. If you would like to help us to bring more 

new music to life, please do contact us on admin@philharmonicsociety.uk. 

 

Future recording projects 

In October 2026 Jane’s Minstrels will be making a recording with Signum Classics of further works of 

Tony including The Undiscover’d Country(2010), Engines and Islands(1996), Sonatas and 

Ricercars(1970), Piano Trio (1998) and Colin Matthews’ orchestration of Tony’s final sketches for an 

incomplete BBCSO commission under its working title of Hollows (Abyss), Cliffs, Troughs,Fells,  Gullies, 

Ravines. 

We are extremely grateful to the Francis Routh 

Trust for its support of this project. 

 

 

 

  

 

Recent Releases of Recordings 

Anthony Payne: Visions and Journeys 

We are very grateful to all who helped to crowdfund the NMC release 

of Tony’s orchestral works remastered from BBC recordings. The 

reviews of the disc have been glowing. 

https://nmc-recordings.myshopify.com/products/anthony-payne-

visions-and-

journeys?srsltid=AfmBOorTrx0b89i1uFoyKOXeobPOS2Ot1XOZqD-

bdFDrMOUVLdBTZfmX 

mailto:admin@philharmonicsociety.uk
https://signumrecords.com/
https://francisrouthtrust.org/
https://francisrouthtrust.org/
https://nmc-recordings.myshopify.com/products/anthony-payne-visions-and-journeys?srsltid=AfmBOorTrx0b89i1uFoyKOXeobPOS2Ot1XOZqD-bdFDrMOUVLdBTZfmX
https://nmc-recordings.myshopify.com/products/anthony-payne-visions-and-journeys?srsltid=AfmBOorTrx0b89i1uFoyKOXeobPOS2Ot1XOZqD-bdFDrMOUVLdBTZfmX
https://nmc-recordings.myshopify.com/products/anthony-payne-visions-and-journeys?srsltid=AfmBOorTrx0b89i1uFoyKOXeobPOS2Ot1XOZqD-bdFDrMOUVLdBTZfmX
https://nmc-recordings.myshopify.com/products/anthony-payne-visions-and-journeys?srsltid=AfmBOorTrx0b89i1uFoyKOXeobPOS2Ot1XOZqD-bdFDrMOUVLdBTZfmX


 

'Thoughtful and fascinating orchestral pieces … I sat engrossed by Payne’s unshowy ability to cast a 

spell and be modern and romantic at the same time' ★★★★ The Times (Geoff Brown)   

‘crisp vivid musical images’ ★★★★ Guardian (Andrew Clements) 

' A wonderful listen. NMC D281 is enthusiastically recommended, and then some' Colin's Column 

'Payne makes much of the many kinds of allusion [...] that lie behind and within the richly enigmatic 

discourses offered by Payne's own compositions.' ... 'Conductors Martyn Brabbins and Andrew Davis 

are equally adept at projecting the purposeful deliberation of the musical design, and the recordings 

(stemming from BBC broadcasts) are spacious and well balanced.' Gramophone 

'Martyn Brabbins et Andrew Davis evoluent avec une aisance et une virtuosite quasi ideales dans cet 

univers de tradition et de modernite temperee.’★★★★★ Classica Magazine 

 

New Releases of Historic Recordings of Jane in Havergal Brian and Naresh Sohal on the Heritage label 

‘A 1980 live recording reveals the Danish conductor’s assured 

handling of a colossal symphony – a balance of architectural 

clarity and gothic extravagance……….. Schmidt marshals his 158 

orchestral players and 560-strong chorus with a ringmaster’s 

assurance, the solo quartet crowned by the late Jane Manning’s 

soaring soprano. Like Martyn Brabbins, who remains supreme in 

this work, he actually manages to “do” something with the piece, 

rather than merely keep matters under control. Sound is 

occasionally congested, but the conductor’s stimulating choices 

make this a fine alternative to Ondrej Lenárd’s Slovak account. 

John Pickard’s sleeve notes are illuminating.’ Clive Paget, The 

Guardian January 2026 

 

Naresh Sohal Asht Prahar/The Wanderer 

‘Both these performances bear out his convictions, Jane 

Manning adding her ethereal presence to Asht Prahar and David 

Wilson-Johnson bringing evident compassion to his more 

substantial role in The Wanderer. Both works benefit from the 

insightful presence of the late Sir Andrew Davis…….The sound of 

these broadcasts has come up decently in remastering, lacking only 

the last degree of clarity or definition, and Suddhaseel 

Sen contributes informative annotations. Those looking for a way 

into Sohal’s distinctive and alluring sound-world need no further 

incentive.’ Richard Whitehouse, Arcana FM 

‘Manning with the BBC Scottish conducted by Andrew Davis create a 

luminous entry point into Sohal’s mystical soundscapes, shimmering 

colours and fusions of cultures. The Wanderer is an epic orchestral and choral journey…and David 



Wilson-Johnson’s compelling baritone draws us into the bleak narrative with the Proms audience at 

the 1982 premiere.’ Andrew MacGregor, BBC Music Magazine 

 

 

Another recent release of Vocal and Instrumental Music by Naresh 

Sohal on the Heritage label has yet to be reviewed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Archives 

The following is a list of all of the places which were 

able to accept, preserve and catalogue separate 

parts of their vast archive. Not all of the collections 

or individual items have an online presence yet, 

thanks to the careful pace and huge task of 

preservation and cataloguing. 

The British Library holds Manuscripts, letters and the 

British Library Sound Archive holds their recorded works 

in performances, broadcasts, lectures and interviews. 

Those who were able to attend the performances at the 

BL on May 1st 2024 by Jane’s Minstrels and the 

fascinating guide to the archive by Steph Power and BL 

Curator Chris Scobie will already know what a huge amount of work goes into cataloguing and 

preserving materials. The cataloguing of the paper materials  is a long process and will only be available 

online when completed. 

Similarly the large collection of recordings is being transcribed and enhanced All of Jane and Tony's 

recordings and broadcasts British Library Sound Archive Collection Series number is C1957 

 

Borthwick Institute at the University of York https://borthcat.york.ac.uk/mapa 

As well as appointment diaries, performance contracts, photograph albums and rehearsal recordings, 

the archive includes a huge collection of contemporary music scores, all of which are annotated for 

performance by Jane and provide a unique insight into her practice. One of the most notable aspects 

of this collection is the volume of works by women composers, including Elizabeth Luytens, Thea 

Musgrave, Judith Weir, Nicola LeFanu and Alison Bauld. It also includes inscribed copies of works 

https://sami.bl.uk/uhtbin/cgisirsi/?ps=qcfPupYBtx/WORKS-FILE/X/18/X490/XTITLE/Jane+Manning+and+Anthony+Payne+collection
https://borthcat.york.ac.uk/mapa


written for or performed by Jane from György Ligeti, Luigi Dallapiccola, Harrison Birtwistle, Elliott 

Carter and many, many others. 

Museum of Music History https://momh.org.uk/ 

This is a large and varied collection of memorabilia and artefacts including programmes, scrap books 

and press cuttings, diaries, academic course work, certificates, awards, programmes, accounts and 

copies of Tony’s Tempo Articles etc. Also his clarinet… 

Hunterian Museum at the University of Glasgow 

The Hunterian Museum received Jane and Tony’s collection of Milein Cosman work which includes 

some thirty-four items including prints of composers, animals and musical scenes, cards, letters and 

catalogues, many inscribed to them by the artist but also works left to Jane and Tony by the late Susan 

Bradshaw.  

Cadbury Research Library at the University of Birmingham 

 The reference number is MS1066 and the link to the collection overview can be found here. 

This collection entitled Papers of Anthony Payne relating to Edward Elgar includes sketches and 

background materials for the elaborations of  various incomplete Elgar works added to his previous 

donation of the manuscript of the 3rd Symphony. 

Wolfson Collection at the Royal College of Music 

This collection houses many of Milein Cosman’s portraits of musicians and they received ne drawing 

of Tony, two of Jane and an oil on canvas portrait of them together. This was an unusual medium for 

the artist who usually worked with pen and paper. 

 

We hope that this volume of information isn’t too overwhelming after such a while. We hope to see 

mny of you at future events. Please do contact us on the above email if there are any errors or 

omissions and particularly if you need to know anything about specific items in archives which are not 

visible online or any of the locations in the photographs(which we won’t publish, but are happy to 

reveal to you individually if you should ever wish to visit them) 

Wishing you all the very best 

https://momh.org.uk/
https://calmview.bham.ac.uk/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=XMS1066


 

 

 


